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Madar-i-Hind is a terrible goddess. She will exact the willing,
aye, even unwilling sacrifice of many a young man and young
woman before she deigns to say, ' Well done, my children, you
are now free/ We are 3.3 yet playing at sacrifice. The reality
has still to come.
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I congratulate the students who have taken their degrees
and won their prizes today. I wish them long life, and may
their degrees and their knowledge do credit to them and their
country. Let us not lose our way in the surrounding darkness
of despair. We shall have to look for rays of hope not in the
outward firmament, but in the inward firmament of our hearts.
The student who has faith, who has cast off all fear, who is
absorbed in his work, who finds his rights in the performance
of his duties, will not cower before the surrounding gloom. He
will know that the gloom is transitory and that the light is
near. Non-co-operation has not failed. Co-operation and non-
co-operation have been there from the beginning of time. Truth
and falsehood, peace and strife, life and death and all the dual
throng is bound to be there. But if we have to co-operate with
truth, we have to non-co-operate with falsehood; if loyalty to
the Motherland is laudable, disloyalty is despicable ; if we have
to co-operate with liberty we have to non-co-operate with sla-
very. Whether, therefore, there be one national school or many,
whether there be one student there or many, the future his-
torian will have to give the national school a predominant place
among the means for the attainment of freedom. Ours are new-
fangled enterprises. The critic will find therein much to cavil
at. Some drawbacks we can see ourselves. We shall have to
go on with our endeavours to remedy them. I know that our
administration leaves much to be desired, that our organizers
and professors are imperfect. We are quite watchful about

* From an address to the students of the Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad.